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Angelo & Cross (2005, 7)



Preparing to use CATs: The TGI

• The Self-Scorable Version of the 

Teaching Goals Inventory* can help 

block directors… 

• Consider goals for student 

engagement are prioritized

• Help design learning experiences

*Angelo & Cross (2005) 



For example, the TGI asks whether your course 
emphasizes one or more of the following

Content 
knowledge

Analytic or 
problem-solving 

skills

Communication 
skills

Self-efficacy
Reflection and 
metacognitive 
engagement



TGI Results Offers a Quick Check

• On whether your preferred course learning
objectives are represented faithfully in
block sessions

• If TGI result emphasize higher order
thinking but your session objectives do not,
you can use Bloom’s to revise session
learning objectives in ways that describe
the kind of thinking in which you want
students to engage

• You can also choose a CAT or other active
learning strategy that aims to promote that
level of engagement



Use TGI to Check Session

Learning Objectives

• Learning objectives should drive the 
selection or design of active learning 
strategies, including CATs

• Use Bloom’s to articulate session 
learning objectives in ways that 
describe the kind of thinking in 
which you want students to engage

• Choose a CAT or another active 
learning strategy that aims to 
promote that level of engagement 

http://fid.medicine.arizona.edu/ed-framework/blooms


Example: If a session aims to promote…

Lower 
Order

Recall - Use CATs 
requiring 

students to 
demonstrate 

current 
knowledge or 

skill

Higher Order Thinking

Application -
Use CATs 
requiring 

students to 
apply new 
knowledge

Analysis - Use 
Problem-solving 

CATs

Synthesis - Use 
CATs that ask 
students to 

design & plan



Sample Report from 
Online TGI

• Identifies primary category of 
teaching goals for the course  

• This suggests the type of 
engagement to promote

• Helps focus on the types of 
assessment strategies for 
teaching/learning you might 
want to use

• Here the example addresses 
the clinical reasoning course to 
illustrate the report info and 
layout

Take the 
TGI!

Note: Taken by FID Director to produce sample report

https://fm.iowa.uiowa.edu/fmi/xsl/tgi/data_entry.xsl?-db=tgi_data&-lay=Layout01&-view


Higher order thinking is a higher priority
In a process-oriented course

Course focus: "Helping students develop 

higher-order thinking skills."

Our example



Your results reveal categorization of goals on 
a scale from not applicable to essential



Your results reveal categorization of goals on 
a scale from not applicable to essential

This categorization 

is specific to the 

course context.



TGI Report identifies the top 3 Course Goals
Providing context for session objectives and activities

Apply

• Apply principles & concepts

Enhance

• Analytic skills

Develop/Enhance

• Problem-solving skills



Reference & Resources

• Teaching Goals Inventory

• Self-scoring (online, PDF)

• Online scoring (University of Iowa)

• Text

• Thomas A. Angelo and K. Patricia 
Cross. Classroom Assessment 
Techniques: A Handbook for College 
Teachers, Jossey-Bass 
Publishers:San Francisco, CA; 2005.

http://archive.wceruw.org/cl1/cl/doingcl/tgi.pdf
https://fm.iowa.uiowa.edu/fmi/xsl/tgi/data_entry.xsl?-db=tgi_data&-lay=Layout01&-view
https://fm.iowa.uiowa.edu/fmi/xsl/tgi/data_entry.xsl?-db=tgi_data&-lay=Layout01&-view
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